THE CONTACTS OF CIVILIZATIONS
their own compatriots, the best mandarinate would get out of
Something drastic, too, had to be done to modernize and win the
co-operation of the old mandarinate, now sulking in their tents, and
to improve the moral and educational quality of their successors.
As a weapon against venality, mandarins' salaries ha\re been
at different times. Unfortunately a simultaneous rise in the cost of
living has largely neutralized this reform, and their salaries are still
pitifully small. Nevertheless, the administration has persevered in this
policy as the only way of eradicating venality. When mandarins have
security of income, promotion, and pension, when graft becomes un-
necessary for mere livelihood, the government can punish corruption
with severity, and exact a conscientious performance of their
The evil is unfortunately of such long standing and so deeply
in native psychology that, as yet, little headway has been made. More-
over it is still a current idea among some of the French that the man-
darins are to this day their irreconcilable enemies, incapable of ever
being moulded into efficient administrative instruments.
The Russo-Japanese war marked a turning-point in the attitude of
the native elite* Instead of continuing to disdain the Western bar-
barians and bury themselves ostrich-like in their literary past, the
Annamites were thenceforth moved to emulate the Japanese example.
Beau's acquiescence to their demand for Western education
equivalent in their minds to being offered positions in the
at the presentation of their diplomas. .So eager were they to	the
secret of Western power that the abolition of competitive
for the mandarinate in 1915 passed almost without protest The Occi-
dental ideal of education as an attitude of mind was	is
foreign to the Annamite conception. This fundamental
ing is mixed with rack! prejudices and the principles of '89.
The native intelligentsia has become embittered at
received into the administration. The last thirty years	tike
uphill struggle of the natives for admission to the same posts,        an
the same social and financial footing as the French.
darin was received by a Frencfa. Resident without outward	of
respect, who tutoyer-ed him with either condescension or a
geniality that wounded to the depths' Ms reined and
"That the Insult was often unconscious did not affect native
Disregard of hierarchy in speech and ib action, 'the	erf
prostrations as contrary to the Rights of Mans a	of
speech without the usual hours of coOTeimtiosal

